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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (acres)  . .  . 
Poulation  (1931) 
Population  (1937) 


Number 

of 

Inhabited 

Houses 

(1931) 

Number 

of 

Inhabited 

Houses 

(1937) 

Number 

of 

separate 

families 

(1931)  . 

Rateable  value . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 


37,223 

27,380 

21,460 

7,730 

7,422 


7,797 

£88,064 

£338 


EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
OF  THE  YEAR 

Total  M.  F. 

Births,  Legitimate  ..  ..  295  144  151 

Births,  Illegitimate  ....  10  3  7 

Birth  Rate,  14.2  per  1,000. 

Still  Births,  13. 

Rate  per  1,000,  38. 

Deaths .  320  142  178 

Death  rate,  15.5  per  1,000. 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  con¬ 
sequence  of,  child  birth  : — 

From  sepsis .  0 

From  other  causes .  1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per 


•  1,000  births: — • 

Legitimate,  50.  Illegitimate,  0. 
Total,  48. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all 

ages) .  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of 

age) .  0 


In  1936  the  population  was  estimated  by 
the  registrar-general  to  be  21,855;  this 
year  the  population  has  been  put  down  at 
21,460  persons,  or  decrease  of  practically 
400.  This  estimate  is  made  after  making 
allowance  for  people  who  have  left  the 
area,  and  for  those  who  have  come  to 
reside  in  the  district. 


1 


There  have  been  newly  erected  96  houses 
in  the  district,  including  36  Council  houses. 
Many  of  these  persons  have  come  from 
other  houses,  and  many  of  them  have  oeen 
newly  married  folk,  formerly  living  with 
their  parents  in  this  district. 

The  population  at  the  1921  census  was 
1,180  more  than  at  1931,  giving  a  lessening 
of  population  at  an  average  of  118  per 
annum.  One  would  hardly  expect  a  fall 
of  400  in  one  year. 


The  deaths  exceeded  the  births  by  15 
only  in  the  present  year,  and  there  were  11 
houses  demolished  as  unfit. 


At  the  end 

of  1936  there  were 

occupied 

7.083  houses, 

whereas  in 

1937  the 

number 

was  7,422,  or  an  increase 
over  1,000  inhabitants. 

of  probably  well 

The  rateable  value  was 

£88,064 

in  1937 

compared  with 

i  £86,483  in 

1936.  . 

A  penny 

rate  brought  in  £338  in  1937,  and 
1936. 

£324  in 

BIRTHS 

AND  BIRTH  RATES 

Infant 

Birth  Death  Mortality 

Rate  Rate  Rate 

1876—80 

29.9 

18.0 

136 

1881—5 

28.9 

16.6 

110 

1886—90 

27.8 

15.8 

103 

1891—95 

ns  a 

.4. 

15.2 

110 

1896—1900 

22.7 

14.5 

96 

1901—5 

20.2 

13.0 

80 

1906—10 

18.9 

13.3 

67 

1911—15 

17.0 

13.8 

71 

1916—20 

15.4  ‘ 

13.1 

60 

1921—5 

15.3 

12.0 

50 

1925—1930 

13.6 

13.2 

50 

1931—1935 

12.0 

13.9 

42 

1936 

14.5 

15.5 

48 

1937 

14.2 

15.3 

36 

The  births  registered  in  the  district  were 
269,  but  the  nett  births  were  305,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  registrar-general.  This  number, 
as  usual,  covers  the  births  of  residents  that 
took  place  outside  the  area,  but  does  not 
include  those  non-residents  who  were  born 
in  the  district. 

The  male  births  were  147,  and  the 
female  ones  158,  there  being  10  illegitimate 
births,  compared  with  8  in  1936. 
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The  number  of  births  was  8  less  than  in 
1936.  The  birth  rate  was  14.2  per  annum 
per  1,000  of  population,  and  compares 
with  14.5  in  1936  and  a  5  year  average  of 

10.8.  The  rate  in  England  and  Wales  was 

14.9. 

Thirteen  still  births  were  registered,  the 
number  being  14  in  1936.  This  is  equal  to 
a  rate  of  0.6  per  1,000,  the  same  rate  as 
in  England  and  Wales. 

In  the  parishes,  39  births  took  place  in 
Chalford,  32  in  Minchinhampton,  30  in 
Painswick,  24  in  Bisley,  and  22  in  Thrupp. 
There  were  only  5  deaths  in  Randwick  and 
7  in  Leonard  Stanley. 

The  district  birth  rate  has  fallen  steadily 
since  1876,  judging  by  five  year  periods. 
In  that  period  the  birth  rate  was  29.9  per 
1,000;  in  1901-5  it  was  20.2;  and  in  1931- 
5  it  was  12.0. 

A  majority  of  the  confinements  in  the 
area  are  carried  out  by  the  district  nurses 
and  it  is  largely  to  their  credit  that  there 
was  onlv  one  death  due  to  accidents  and 
diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition. 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES 

The  deaths  of  residents  were,  according 
to  the  registrar-general,  320  in  number,  and 
of  these  142  were  males  and  178  females. 

One  death  that  occurred  in  Stroud,  of  a 
resident  in  Rodborough,  was  by  misraKe 
put  down  locally  to  be  a  rural  resident. 
This  could  not  be  altered,  as  the  whole 
figures  had  been  dealt  with  before  it  was 
found. 

The  nett  death  rate  worked  out  at  15.3 
pei  1,000  and  this  compares  with  14.8 
in  1936,  and  a  5  year  average  of  13.8  per 

I, 000.  The  death  rate  in  England  and 
Wales  was  12.4  per  1,000,  this  latter  being 
a  standard  population.  To  find  a  standard 
rate  for  this  district  the  recorded  death 
rate  must  be  multiplied  by  0.76,  which  gives 

I I . 2  per  1 ,000,  the  standard  death  rate. 
This  compares  with  12.4  per  1,000  in  the 
whole  country. 

When  we  come  to  deaths  at  age  periods, 
there  were  19  deaths  at  ages  under  15  years; 
28  at  from  15 — 45  years;  45  at  45 — 65 
years ;  and,  as  a  grand  finale,  no  less  than 
201  deaths  at  ages  over  65  years. 
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The  death  at  1 — 2  years  was  from  in¬ 
jury;  at  2 — 15  years.,  tuberculosis  ana  lespir- 
atory  troubles;  15 — 25  years,  all  from 
respiratory  tuberculosis ;  25 — 45  years,  one 
third  due  to  the  latter  disease;  and  at  ages 
over  45  years,  influenza,  apoplexy,  diseases 
of  circulation,  cancer,  old  age,  nephritis 
and  other  defined  diseases. 

The  quarterly  deaths  were,  as  usual, 
highest  in  the  first  and  they  were  lowest  in 
the  third  quarter.  There  was  not  so  much 
variation  as  occurs  as  a  rule. 

Like  the  birth  rate,  the  death  rate  has 
fallen  steadily  since  1876  period  from  18.0 
per  1,000  Since  the  beginning  of  the 
century  the  average  death  rate  has  been 
about  13  per  1,000;  the  only  period  in  which 
it  was  less  was  the  five  years  1921 — 5, 
when  it  was  12.0.  These  being  gross  death 
rates,  the  nett  rate  being  about  10  per  1,000 
— a  very  healthy  district.  It  seems  un¬ 
likely  that  there  will  be  any  further  faff 
in  the  district  death  rate,  more  especially 
as  certain  populous  districts  have  been 
taken  away. 

Influenza  always  takes  its  toll,  and  there 
were  1 1  deaths,  9  of  which  occurred  at 
ages  over  65  years ;  this  compared  with 
13  in  1936. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation 
were  certified  in  over  120  instances,  and 
apoplexy  caused  20  deaths.  All  these 
deaths,  with  3  exceptions,  were  at  ages 
over  45  years  of  age. 

Tuberculosis  caused  20  deaths,  in  17  the 
lungs  being  affected.  They  were  nearly  all 
at  ages  between  15  and  45  years. 

Eorty-three  deaths  were  due  to  cancer, 
all  except  two  at  ages  over  45  years.  In 
1936  there  were  37  deaths,  whereas  in 
1935  there  were  67  in  the  larger  area.  As 
is  shown  by  recent  statistics,  prospect  of 
cure  after  treatment  is  much  more  nope- 
ful  now  and  many  lives  are  saved,  either  by 
operation  or  Ray  treatment. 

Diabetes  was  more  fatal  than  in  1936, 
there  being  9  deaths  as  against  6  on  the 
registrar-general’s  list. 

Bronchitis,  with  6  deaths  was  less  fatal, 
whilst  pneumonia  caused  8  deaths.  Dicer 
of  stomach  was  certified  in  6  instances, 
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there  being  2  in  1936.  There  were  11 
deaths  from  nephritis  compared  with  1 
last  year.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this 
difference. 

No  deaths  were  certified  this  year  from 
cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  which  is  due  to 
chronic  alcoholic  poisoning 

Puerperal  sepsis  caused  no  deaths,  but 
one  death  was  due  to  other  diseases  oi 
pregnancy  and  parturition. 

Premature  birth  and  congenital  weakness 
was  the  cause  of  8  births,  the  same  number 
as  in  1936. 

No  suicides  occurred,  there  being  1  in 
1936. 

Twelve  deaths  were  due  to  accidents, 
these  occurring  at  all  age  periods,  except  2. 
Ten  were  adults  and  several  were  due  to 
road  accidents  There  were  29  deaths  from 
other  defined  diseases,  and  none  were  from 
ill-defined  causes. 

Of  the  deaths  of  residents  that  occurred 
outside  the  area,  34  were  from  the  General 
Hospital.  26  from  the  Poor  Law  Infirmary, 
and  7  from  Cashes  Green  Hospital.  There 
were  31  from  other  various  hospitals  and 
similar  institutions  situated  in  Gloucester 
or  Bristol.  Of  the  10  non-residents  who 
died  in  the  area,  6  were  from  a  private  sana¬ 
torium  in  the  district 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  1 1  deaths  of  infants,  5  males 
ana  6  females,  compared  with  15  in  1936, 
an''  a  5  year  average  of  17. 

The  infant  death  rate  was  36  per  1,000 
live  births,  it  being  48  in  1936,  and  a  5  year 
average  of  41. 

The  infant  death  rate  in  Englana  and 
Wales  was  58  per  1,000  live  births. 

Seven  deaths  occurred  at  ages  under  one 
week,  and  all  the  deaths  at  ages  under  6 
months.  Bronchitis  caused  1  death ;  pneu¬ 
monia,  2  (both  at  the  General  Hospital) ; 
premature  birth,  3 ;  congenital  defects  and 
weakness,  5.  Of  the  total  deaths  7  took 
place  outside  the  area,  including  3  in  Glou¬ 
cester.  The  latter  were  associated  with 
difficult  labour  cases  sent  in  by  special  ar¬ 
rangement  through  the  County  officials. 
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One  illegitimate  infant  died,  the  rate  be¬ 
ing  for  legitimate  children,  34,  and  for 
illegitimates,  100  per  1,000  live  births.  The 
male  infant  death  rate  was  40,  and  the 
female  rate  31,  both  per  1,000  live  births. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES 
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Rodborough 

87 

769 

22 

35 

Stroud 

155 

2828 

48 

59 

Amberley 

29 

583 

40 

18 

Nailsworth 

109 

839 

21 

39 

Bisley 

26 

240 

22 

11 

Eastcombe 

12 

302 

20 

15 

Brimscombe 

48 

1083 

41 

26 

Chalford 

51 

924 

45 

20 

Stonehouse 

76 

619 

23 

27 

Minchin- 

hampton 

34 

503 

25 

20 

Painswick 

88 

768 

22 

35 

Miserden 

21 

131 

12 

11 

There  are  at  the  present  time  12  Wel¬ 
fare  Centres,  including  3  in  the  Urban  areas 
which  take  children  from  the  Rural  district. 
This  number  includes  2  centres  in  Stroud 
Urban  District  and  one  in  Nailsworth. 

There  are  altogether  316  infants  on  the 
register  of  these  centres,  this  including  a 
fair  number  of  toddlers. 

Seven  of  the  centres  meet  every  2  weeks, 
4  every  week,  and  the  new  one,  Miserden, 
once  a  month. 

Most  of  them  close  for  the  month  of 
August,  which  is  probably  a  relief  for  all 
parties  concerned.  The  average  attendance  of 
Stroud  was  59  per  session,  at  Nailswortn, 
39,  down  to  11  in  2  small  centres. 

At  all  the  centres  lectures  and  demonstra¬ 
tions  are  provided  for  the  mothers,  which 
is  almost  as  much  a  social  as  a'  welfare 
centre.  As  last  year,  very  few  pre-natal 
cases  attended  the  centres. 

The  centres  do  excellent  work,  and  it  is 
a  pity  that  certain  mothers,  who  need  advice 
the  most,  are  not  willing  to  attend.  One 
cannot  help  thinking  that  as  there  is  com- 
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pulsory  attendance  at  elementary  scuools 
that  should  not  also  apply  to  infant  welfare 
centres. 

PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  also 
Medical  Officer  of  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
Assistant  County  School  Medical  Officer, 
and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  two 
allied  Urban  Districts. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Meat  In¬ 
spector  (Sanitary  Institute  Certificate). 

One  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  (no  cer¬ 
tificate  up  to  the  present). 

Laboratory  facilities  as  before :  all  milk 
samples  are  examined  by  County  bacterio¬ 
logist  at  Gloucester  Infirmary,  and  water 
samples  by  the  County  Analyst.  Under  ar¬ 
rangement  with  the  County,  samples  are 
examined  by  the  County  bacteriologist  in 
regard  to  diagnosis  of  infectious  diseases, 
food  poisoning,  etc. 

Ambulance  arrangements  are  similar  to 
last  year.  Nursing  in  the  home  carried  out 
by  the  district  nursing  schemes.  Treat¬ 
ment  centres  are  unchanged,  and  the  hos¬ 
pital  system  is  the  same. 

Inspection  of  nursing  homes  is  carried 
out  by  the  County.  There  is  only  one  in 
the  Rural  area,  but  several  in  the  Urban 
district. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

The  public  water  supply  was  ample  during 
the  year,  and  the  quality,  apart  from  hard¬ 
ness,  was  excellent. 

Three  samples  are  taken  three  times  a 
year,  and  both  chemical  and  bacterial  re¬ 
port  is  made 

One  is  from  the  spring  at  Chalford ;  one 
from  the  reservoir  on  the  common ;  and 
one  from  the  Painswick  reservoir. 

Total  solid  varied  from  27  to  30  per 
100,000;  chlorine,  about  1.3;  nitrates, 
0.12  average;  hardness,  23  degrees;  total 
microbes.,  grown  at  22  degrees  F.,  from  2 
to  13  in  number  per  1  c.c. ;  grown  at  37 
degrees,  4  in  the  spring  and  nil  at  both 
other  examinations ;  B.  Coli  absent  in  75 
c.c’s  at  the  first  and  second  examinations, 
and  in  100  at  the  third  examination. 
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Water  Examinations 

Bacilli  B.  Colli 
on  Agar  Absent 
at  22  deg.  37  deg.  in 


per  c.c. 

c.c’s 

Well  at  Water  Lane 

21 

2 

75 

Well  at  Water  Lane 

430 

22 

1 

Well  at  Bisley  . .  . . 

42 

15 

100 

Two  bacterial  examinations  were  made 
of  the  water  from  a  well  at  a  mansion  in 
the  Bisley  parish.  The  first  result  showed 
21  per  c.c.  at  22  degrees,  and  2  at  37 
degrees,  with  B.  Coli  absent  in  75  c.c.’s. 
The  same  water  shortly  afterwards  gave  430 
at  22  degrees,  22  at  37  degrees,  and  B. 
Coli  absent  in  1  c.c.  water. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  now  to 
take  samples  each  month  of  the  public 
supply  and  to  have  them  examined  bacterio- 
logically.  This  has  been  done  from  the 
end  of  1937,  and  all  the  samples  have  been 
of  excellent  quality. 

In  addition  to  springs,  some  deep  and 
some  shallow — the  latter  giving  out  in  a 
dry  season — there  are  naturally  a  number 
of  surface  wells  in  the  area,  these  being 
usually  at  the  bottom  of  the  garden. 
Cottage  gardens,  in  addition  to  being 
specially  manured,  in  some  cases  are 
dumps  for  the  contents  of  privies  and  cess¬ 
pits. 

Very  few  surface  wells  have  been  sampled 
up  to  date,  as  in  so  many  cases  there  is 
no  piped  supply  in  the  vicinity. 


Chalford  Water  Supply 

Parts  per  100.000 

a  b  c 


Dissolved  Solids  . .  29.1 

27 

30 

Combined  Chlorine  1.3 

1.3 

1.3 

Nitrates .  0.28 

0.128 

0.112 

Hardness  . 25 

23 

23 

Microbes,  agar  22  dg.  4 

2 

13 

Microbes,  agar  37  dg.  4 

0 

0 

B.  Coli  (absent  in)  . .  75 

75 

100 

c.c.’s 

c.c.’s 

c.c’s 

a  May  4th ;  b  Sept.  24th ;  c  Dec.  6th. 
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The  possible  purchase  of  the  uncierraK- 
ing  of  the  Stroud  Water  Co.  is  in  the  air, 
and  if  this  were  done  the  polluted  wells 
would  be  closed,  in  most  instances,  and  a 
pure  supply  installed  In  addition,  the  in¬ 
sanitary  privy  will  be  abolished  and  water 
carriage  substituted  in  all  houses  that  can 
connect  to  the  sewer. 

The  projected  scheme  to  supply  Bisley  and 
other  places  en  route,  is  progressing  favour¬ 
ably,  and  two  springs  at  Cranham  have 
been  inspected  by  the  water  committee 
and  are,  apparently,  very  suitable  for  the 
purpose.  There  is  an  ample  supply  and 
samples  have  been  taken  and  found  of  very 
good  quality. 

Meanwhile  the  same  water  as  formerly 
is  in  use  in  Bisley,  and  at  Camp  the  supply 
has  fallen  very  short.  No  ill  effects  have 
been  found  at  either  place  so  far  from  the 
health  point  of  view. 

The  public  supply  which  was  put  in  at 
Downend  has  not  been  patronized  as  it 
should  have  been,  chiefly  owing  to  the  fact 
that  it  has  to  be  paid  for.  There  were, 
however,  209  new  water  connections  made 
during  the  year. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

A  new  combined  sewerage  scheme  is  now 
being  considered,  all  three  Councils  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  cost.  This  will  mean  new 
works  to  deal  with  all  the  sewage,  and  the 
re-laying  of  certain  sewers  which  are  on 
the  small  side,  and  a  considerable  increase 
of  sewers  in  this  area,  much  of  which  has 
no  drainage.  These  include  populous 
areas  like  Chalford,  the  Stanleys  and  Rand- 
wick.  The  Council  are  intending  to  do  the 
thing  thoroughly,  although  the  cost  will 
naturally  be  very  high. 

The  original  sewage  works  are  all  out- 
of-date  and  incapable  of  dealing  with  the 
present  amount  of  sewage,  which  would*  be 
increased  markedly  if  the  new  districts 
were  put  on  to  the  sewer. 

The  works  at  Painswick  are  more  up-to- 
date  and  are  still  working.  New  sewage 
works  have  been  erected  at  Minchinhamp- 
ton,  and  the  sewers  in  the  town  have  been 
re-laid,  they  being  very  old. 
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There  were  103  connections  to  the  sewers 
carried  out,  including  a  number  in  Min- 
chinhampton  and  Amberley  No  less  man 
217  house  drains  were  tested,  either  with 
water  or  smoke. 

In  remote  houses  there  were  15  new  pail 
closets  supplied,  and  14  dry  closets  were 
replaced  by  W.C.’s. 

Refuse  removal  went  on  smoothly,  with 
few  complaints,  refuse  being  collected  at 
weekly  intervals  and  tipped  at  remote  and 
worked  out  quarries.  The  Council  lorries, 
by  arrangement,  dealt  with  the  refuse  in 
the  Nailsworth  Urban  District  in  the  same 
way.  The  supply  of  sanitary  ashbins  falls 
far  short  of  the  number  of  dwellings. 

The  cleansing  of  cesspools  is  not  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Council,  but  the  responsibility 
is  left  to  the  tenants.  This  fact  accounts 
for  many  of  them  running  over  at  fairly 
frequent  intervals. 

It  is  rather  difficult  to  say  how  many 
W.C.’s  and  earth  closets  there  are  in  the 
area,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  numbers 
are  fairly  equal,  so  much  of  the  district 
still  being  unsewered. 


VARIOUS  INSPECTIONS 


On 

Register  Insp. 

Slaughter  Houses .  15  527 

Bakehouses .  14  39 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milk- 

shops  .  192  509 

Canal  Boats .  0  0 

Workshops .  86  36 

General  Complaints  Received  ....  41 

Nuisances  Reported  to  Council  . .  28 

Nuisances  Abated .  28 

Preliminary  Notices  Served .  73 

Statutory  Notices  Served  .  12 

Summonses  Taken  Out .  0 

Convictions .  0 

Houses  Disinfected .  35 


10 


There  were  41  complaints  of  nuisance 
received,  5  more  than  in  1936,  and  of 
these  28  were  reported  to  the  Council,  the 
others  being  dealt  with  by  the  Health 
Officials.  All  the  nuisances  were  abated 
after  the  sending  out  of  72  preliminary  and 
12  statutory  notices. 

No  legal  proceedings  were  found  neces¬ 
sary  and,  naturally,  no  convictions  were 
obtained. 

Only  1  complaint  of  alleged  smoke 
nuisance  was  received,  and  1  observation 
was  made  No  further  proceedings  were 
necessary. 

No  special  action  was  taken  as  to  the 
sections  of  the  Shops  Act,  there  being  few 
shops  m  the  district  to  which  they  would 
apply. 

There  is  one  open-air  swimming  poo!  at 
Woodchester.  No  recent  samples  nave 
been  taken  for  analysis.  The  water  is 
frequently  changed  and  is  deep  spring  water 
—which  is  naturally  not  very  liable  to 
pollution.  The  model  bye-laws  are  being 
adopted  in  the  area  and  these,  inter  alia, 
deal  with  the  purity  of  swimming  pools. 
There  is  a  semi-private  swimming  pool  at 
the  Canal  Basin,  at  Brimscombe,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  secondary  school  there. 
Samples  were  recently  taken  of  the  water, 
and  it  was  found  to  be  badly  polluted. 

When  one  remembers  that  the  Canal  re¬ 
ceives  a  considerable  amount  of  crude 
sewage  in  its  course,  one  is  not  surprised 
that  B.  Coli  is  there  in  excessive  amount. 

Bed  bugs  were  not  found  in  any  of  the 
houses  inspected.  Disinfection  is  carried 
out  by  spraying  with  a  special  fluid,  but 
no  arrangements  have  been  made  for  forc¬ 
ing  poison  gas  through  infested  bedding  or 
clothes.  No  special  treatment  is  accorded 
to  the  belongings  of  persons  who  come  out 
of  bad  houses  in  order  to  go  to  Council 
houses  or  similar  clean  houses. 

No  disinfestation  has  been  put  out  to  con¬ 
tract  and  little  has  been  done  so  far. 
The  purchase  of  a  special  van  fitted  up  for 
this  work  would  be  costly,  and  possibly  it 
might  only  be  used  very  occasionally 
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There  were  35  houses  disinfected  after 
outbreaks  of  infectious  disease.  Except  in 
one  or  two  diseases,  disinfection  of  houses 
is  becoming  a  dead  letter  in  many  up-to-date 
districts. 

SCHOOLS  AND  INFECTIOUS 


CONDITIONS 
Infectious  Diseases 

Disease  No. 

Whooping  Cough .  29 

Measles .  102 

Chicken  Pox .  108 

Mumps  . .  6 

Impetigo .  24 

Other  Contagious  Skin  Diseases  ....  5 


In  all  there  are  27  elementary  schools ; 
8  are  on  the  sewer,  but  19  are  not  within 
reach  of  the  sewer. 

Where  possible  they  are  all  on  the  water 
mains,  but  many  of  them  have  to  depend 
on  wells  for  drinking  and  rain-water  for 
other  purposes. 

It  is  hoped  that  before  many  years  are 
over,  drainage  and  main  water  supply  will 
be  supplied  to  all  the  schools. 

A  number  of  schools  are  drained  into  a 
large  cesspool,  and  W.C.’s  are  provided,  but 
certain  of  them  still  have  pail  closets. 

Measles  and  chicken  pox  were  yairlv 
prevalent,  there  being  102  cases  of  the  one, 
and  108  of  the  other,  reported  from  the 
schools.  There  were  29  whooping  cough 
cases,  and  only  6  of  mumps.  The  attacks 
were  mild  generally,  and  no  fatality  ensued. 

Impetigo  was  more  present  than  usual, 
with  24  cases,  this  disease  being  prone  to 
attack  undernourished  children.  The  daily 
consumption  of  milk  in  the  schools  should 
have  the  effect  of  doing  away  with  this 
disease.  The  use  of  common  towels  is  also 
connected  with  the  spread  of  this  complaint, 
which  usually  affects  sores  on  the  face,  and 
on  the  legs  after  falls. 

One  case  of  scabies  was  reported  and  4 
of  ringworm,  the  latter  being  mild  attacks 
that  occurred  on  the  body. 
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FACTORIES  AM)  WORKSHOPS 

Inspec-  Written 
tions  Notices 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries) .  5  0 

Workshops  (including  Work¬ 
shop  Laundries) .  31  0 

Workplaces  other  than  Out¬ 
workers  premises .  0  0 

Totals  36  0 


Defects 

Found.  Reme¬ 


died. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  .  0  0 

Want  of  Ventilation .  0  0 

Other  Nuisances .  0  0 

Sanitary  Accommodation,  in¬ 
sufficient,  unsuitable,  or 
defective .  3  3 

Totals  3  3 


Registered  Workshops 

Bakers . 

Bootmakers . 

Builders,  Carpenters,  Joiners . 

Blacksmiths . 

Coach  Builders  and  Wheelwrights 
Cycles  and  Motor  Repairing  Shops  . . 

Dress  and  Millinery  Workshops  . . 

Organ  Builders . 

Saddlers . 

Others . 

Total  Number  of  Workshops 

on  Register .  86 

List  of  Outworkers  received  .  0 

Five  visits  were  paid  to  factories,  ana  31 
to  workshops  and  workplaces  No  written 
notices  were  considered  necessary.  In  3 
instances  nuisances  occurred  in  regard  to 
closets,  and  these  were  remedied  in  all 
cases. 

No  list  of  outworkers  were  received. 

Three  rag  and  flock  works  were  visited 
and  no  defects  were  discovered. 


26 

7 
18 

8 
2 

14 

4 

2 

1 

6 


13 


There  were  86  workshops  on  the  regis¬ 
ter,  much  the  same  as  in  1936,  and  included 
26  bakers,  18  builders  and  14  cycle  and 
motor  repairers. 

Several  shops  were  visited  and  inspected 
in  regard  to  ventilation  and  closet  supply. 

FOOD  INSPECTION  AND 
SUPERVISION 

Carcases  Inspected. 

1933  1934  1935  '1936  1937 
Bullocks  ....  119  89  22  13  10 


Heifers  (in¬ 
cluding  calves  1077  1347  1213  520  212 

Cows .  53  37  21  9  7 

Sheep  and 

Lambs  ..  ..  4133  3883  3523  1518  576 

Pigs .  9926  14657  15970  3689  369 


Total 

. .  15308 

20013 

20749 

5749 

1174 

Carcases 

Condemned. 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Cows 

0 

9 

1 

1 

0 

Sheep 

1 

0 

3 

3 

0 

Pigs  . .  . . 

12 

122 

55 

28 

3 

Heifers  . . 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 

Total 

15 

127 

62 

34 

8 

Livers 

condemned  (owing  to 

fluke) 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

Beasts 

. .  227 

121 

29 

8 

13 

Sheep 

178 

117 

40 

2 

1 

For  the  first  whole  year  in  the  new 
district  only  1,174  animals  were  slaughtered 
for  human  food.  In  1936  there  was  a 
total  of  5,749,  whilst  for  the  2  years  pre¬ 
viously  there  were  more  than  20,000 
animals  killed. 

The  decrease  was  among  cattle,  sheep  ana 
pigs,  the  latter  being  down  to  one-tenth  of 
those  in  1936,  or  1  /40th  of  the  number  in 
the  2  previous  years. 

There  were  8  carcases  condemned,  theie 
being  127  in  1934  and  62  in  1935.  This 
number  included  5  heifers  and  3  pigs. 

Only  14  livers  were  condemned  on  ac¬ 
count  of  fluke,  there  being  400  in  1933  in 
the  old  district.  They  had  fallen  to  70  in 
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1935.  As  before  mentioned,  the  fall  in  the 
animals  slaughtered  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
Cainscross  is  now  in  the  Urban  area. 
Added  to  this  there  are  several  butchers 
who  either  kiil  in  Gloucester  or  buy  their 
meat  after  slaughter  there. 

In  addition  the  consumption  of  imported 
colonial  meat  is  on  the  up-grade,  whether 
home  producers  like  it  or  not 
There  are  still  15  slaughter  houses  on  the 
register  and  these  were  visited  on  527 
occasions.  The  limewashing  was  carried 
out  regularly  and  all  the  animals  were 
killed  by  the  humane  method.  No  diseased 
meat  was  found  on  sale  and  no  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  necessary. 

All  the  animals  slaughtered  were  care¬ 
fully  inspected  afterwards  and  all  the  glands 
searched  for  traces  of  tuberculosis.  Seven 
of  the  carcases  condemned  showed  general¬ 
ized  tuberculosis,  and  12  carcases  of  cattle 
and  1 1  of  pigs  showed  signs  of  local 
tuberculosis.  The  affected  part  was  cut 
off  and  was  sent  to  the  destructor.  Tuber¬ 
culosis  was  present  in  7.32  per  cent,  of  the 
cattle,  and  only  in  3.52  of  pigs  The  health 
of  pigs  is  decidedly  on  the  up-grade, 
largely  owing  to  the  open-air  life  now  given 
to  them. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 
(1937) 

Number  Killed  : — Cattle,  excluding  Cows, 
232 ;  Cows,  7 :  Calves,  24 :  Sheep 
and  Lambs,  576 ;  Pigs,  369. 

Number  Inspected  : — Cattle,  excluding  Cows, 
232  ;  Cows,  7 ;  Calves,  24 ;  Sheep 
and  Lambs,  576:  Pigs,  369. 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: — 

Whole  carcases  condemned: — Pigs,  1. 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned  : — Cattle,  excluding  Cows, 
27 ;  Sheep  and  Lambs,  1 1  :  Pigs,  25 
Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  Disease  other  than  Tuberculosis: 
Cattle,  excluding  Cows,  11.63; 
Sheep  and  Lambs,  1.91  ;  Pigs,  7.04. 

Tuberculosis  only : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned : — Cattle,  ex¬ 
cluding  Cows.  5 ;  Pigs,  2. 
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Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned: — Cattle,  excluding  Cows, 
12;  Pigs,  11. 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  : — Cattle,  exclud¬ 
ing  Cows,  7.32;  Pigs,  3.52. 


MILK  PRODUTIGN 
Bacillus  Coli  in  Milk. 


Absent 

Present 

In 

In 

In 

In 

1  c.c. 

1/10 

1/100 

1/1000 

Tls. 

c.c. 

c.c. 

c.c. 

1928 

9 

10 

4 

37 

60 

1929 

27 

25 

15 

18 

85 

1930 

42 

32 

12 

17 

103 

1931 

50 

31 

14 

14 

109 

1932 

48 

35 

19 

29 

131 

1933 

48 

21 

14 

18 

101 

1934 

57 

37 

13 

10 

117 

1935 

70 

12 

28 

12 

122 

1936 

20 

16 

10 

2 

48 

1937 

56 

17 

9 

15 

97 

Milk  Samples 

Bacillus  Coli. 
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Fourth  . . 

15 
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3 

23 
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56 

17 

9 

15 

97 

58 
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Milk  Samples 

Total  Microbes  per  1  c.c. 
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28  23  97 


There  were  97  samples  of  milk  exammed 
by  the  County  bacteriologist  for  microbic 
content.  In  1936  there  were  121  samples 
tested,  but  this  number  included  73  special 
samples  from  accredited  farms,  which  are 
now  taken  by  the  County  milk  officials. 
Out  of  the  total  of  97  there  were  no  less 
than  56  or  57  per  cent,  in  which  B.  Coli 
was  absent,  compared  with  24  per  cent,  in 
1936.  In  15  samples  was  B  Coli  present 
in  1/1 000th  of  a  c.c.,  compared  with  2 
samples  in  48  only  in  1936,  or  4  per  cent. 

It  is  now  10  years  since  milk  sampling 
began  and  this  can  be  divided  into  two  5 
year  periods.  In  the  first  period,  B.  Coli 
was  absent  in  176  samples,  which  is  27  per 
cent,  of  the  total  of  488  samples.  For  the 
last  5  years  there  were  251  clean  samples 
out  of  485,  this  being  no  less  than  52  per 
cent. 

In  regard  to  dirty  milks,  B.  Coli  was 
present  in  1/1000  c.c.  in  115.  or  23  per  cent., 
in  the  first  5  years,  and  only  8  per  cent,  in 
the  last  period.  The  best  year  for  results 
wa->  1935,  which  had  57  per  cent,  of  B. 
Coli  absent,  and  only  10  per  cent  of  B. 
Coli  present  in  1000  c.c.,  the  latter  compar¬ 
ing  with  15  in  1937. 

Tn  comparing  the  present  with  former 
figures,  one  must  not  forget  that  in  former 
vears  samples  could  be  taken  from  all  the 
farmers,  but  now  most  of  the  best  ones 
are  on  the  accredited  list  and  are  not 
sampled  by  the  Rural  Council  officials. 
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In  the  first  quarter  25  samples  were  ex¬ 
amined,  the  average  temperature  being  55  de¬ 
grees,  and  of  these  18  were  clear  of  B.  Coli; 
in  the  second  quarter  15  out  of  21  were 
clear ;  in  the  third  quarter  8  out  of  28 ; 
and  in  the  4th  quarter  15  out  of  23. 

Naturally  the  third  quarter,  with  a  milk 
temperature  of  60  degrees,  had  the  largest 
proportion  of  B.  Coli  in  1/1000  c.c.  In 
regard  to  total  microbic  count,  in  7  milks 
the  microbes  were  less  than  5,000  per  c.c. ; 
11  under  10,000  and  27  under  20,000. 
There  were  29  samples  which  contained 
more  than  100,000  microbes  per  c.c.,  some 
considerably  more.  When  compared  with 
19^6  there  were  71  samples  at  less  than 
20  000  microbes,  but  the  specimens  wnich 
contained  over  i 00.000  were  much  the  same, 
although  the  total  milks  in  1936  were  25 
per  cent.  more.  The  pressure  filter  was 
also  used  for  the  rough  and  ready  method 
test  for  clean  milk  in  many  cases,  with 
improved  results. 

There  were  192  dairies  and  milkshops  on 
the  register,  and  to  these  509  visits  of  in¬ 
spection  were  made.  Of  these  34  were  on 
the  “  accreditted”  list  and  are  sampled  by 
the  County  officials.  There  were  28  cow¬ 
sheds  reconstructed  under  the  direction  of 
the  Inspector,  and  8  others  are  being  dealt 
with. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING 
Council  Houses  Built 


Leonard  Stanley .  10 

Minchinhampton  .  15 

S.  Woodchester .  14 

Whiteshill .  14 


53 

The  total  houses  erected  were  110,  and 
of  these  53  were  Council  house?. 

The  Council  houses  built  include  10  in 
Leonard  Stanley;  15  in  Minchinhampton; 
14  in  Woodchester  and  also  in  Whiteshill. 

The  Council  now  own  236  houses,  aim  of 
these  186  are  3-bedroom  unconvertible;  9 
3-bedroom,  convertible,  to  be  used  as  2- 
bedroom,  3-bedroom  or  4-bedroom,  accord¬ 
ing  to  requirements ;  houses  with  2  bed¬ 
rooms,  18;  bungalows  with  2  bedrooms,  6; 
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1  bedroom ;  2 ;  3  bedroom,  semi¬ 

detached,  convertible,  used  as  6  bed¬ 
room. 

Of  the  total  houses  built,  40  are  in 
Brimscombe,  45  in  Stonehouse,  28  in 
Painswick,  20  in  Woodchester,  27  in  Min- 
chinhampton,  18  in  King’s  Stanley  and  14 
in  Chalford  and  Whiteshill. 

The  houses  built  in  the  year  include  two 
1 -bedroom  bungalows  for  old  people. 

Of  the  57  houses  built  by  private  enter¬ 
prise,  12  were  in  Minchinhampton  and  12 
in  Painswick :  there  were  8  in  Thrupp  and 
6  in  Whiteshill  parish. 

House  Inspection 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during 
the  year : — 

(a)  Total .  110 

(b)  Council  Houses .  53 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the 

Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling 

houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  .  797 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made 

for  the  purpose . 1764 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

(included  under  sub-head  (1) 
above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Consolidated  Regulations 
1930  .  797 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dan¬ 

gerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation .  52 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

(exclusive  of  those  referred  to 
under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation .  78 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year 

without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 
Number  of  defective  dwelling- 
rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their 
officers .  27 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during 
the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  section  17, 

18  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1930:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 
in  respect  of  which  notices 


were  served  requiring  repairs  5 
(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners .  5 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default 

of  owners .  0 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public 

Health  Acts .  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

in  which  defects  were  reme¬ 

died  after  service  of  formal 
notices : 

(a)  By  owners .  0 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default 

of  owners .  0 


C.  — Proceedings  under  sections 

19  and  21  of  the  Housing  Act 
1930: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

in  respect  of  which  Demoli¬ 
tion  Orders  were  made  ....  33 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses 

demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders  .  11 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  20 

of  the  Housing  Act.  1930 : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tene¬ 

ments  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made .  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tene¬ 

ments  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the 


tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit .  0 

4.  Housing  Act,  1935. — Overcrowding : — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  over¬ 
crowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year .  71 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling 
therein .  71 
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(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling 

therein .  505 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of 
overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  8 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  over¬ 

crowding  relieved  during  the 
year .  8 


(2)  Number  of  persons  con¬ 
cerned  in  such  cases  ....  46 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in 
which  dwelling-houses  have 
again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  0 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with 

respect  to  overcrowding  con¬ 
ditions  upon  which  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report. 

The  total  number  of  houses  inspected 
during  the  year  was  797,  and  the  number 
of  inspections  made  was  1764. 

The  number  of  houses  which  were  in¬ 
spected  and  recorded  in  the  housing  register 
was  797.  There  were  52  houses  which  were 
quite  unfit  for  human  occupation,  and  78 
additional  houses  not  reasonably  occupiable. 
Informal  action  by  officials  caused  27 
houses  to  be  put  into  order. 

Under  statutory  powers,  Housing  Act, 
1930,  sections  17,  18  and  24,  Notices  were 
served  in  regard  to  5  houses,  all  of  which 
were  rendered  fit  by  the  owners. 

No  proceedings  were  taken  under 
Public  Health  Acts. 

Under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1930,  Demolition  Orders  were  made  in 
33  instances  and  11  houses  were  puwed 
down. 

There  are  no  underground  rooms  in  the 
area,  and  none  were  closed. 

The  houses  in  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  in  the  year  were  33  in 
number,  and  these  were  in  9  parishes :  9 
in  Whiteshill,  6  in  Stonehouse  and  4  in 
Chalford. 
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Eleven  houses  were  pulled  down,  in¬ 
cluding  3  each  in  Woodchester  and  in 
Horsley.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  45  houses,  which  had  been  condemned, 
vacant  but  not  yet  demolished. 

There  were  188  persons  displaced  and  of 
these  128  went  to  Council  houses,  the  rest 
probably  to  houses  rendered  vacant  by  the 
former  tenants  living  in  Council  houses. 
There  are  still  161  persons  to  re-house. 

During  the  campaign,  127  Demolition 
Orders  were  made,  and  48  houses  have  been 
pulled  down,  and  there  were  51  houses  not 
so  far  demolished. 

Altogether  418  persons  were  displaced, 
and  of  these  173  went  to  Council  houses. 
There  are  still  161  persons  to  be  replaced. 

One  Closing  Order  was  made  in  regard 
to  the  18  huts  at  the  old  aerodrome  at 
Minchinhampton.  This  Order  was  made 
in  co-operation  with  the  War  Office,  who 
are  erecting  a  new  aerodrome,  more  or  less 
on  the  site  of  the  Australian  one  erected  in 
1917. 

Under  the  Rural  Workers’  Act,  13  houses 
were  completed,  bringing  the  grand  total  to 
90  since  the  Act  was  passed. 


OVERCROWDING 


ondemned  Houses 

in  Parishes 

No. 

Demolished 

Chalford  . 

12 

3 

Cranham . 

2 

2 

Horsley  . 

15 

7 

King’s  Stanley  . . 

12 

6 

Minchinhampton 

6 

0 

Painswick . 

16 

8 

Randwick . 

4 

4 

Rodborough  .  .  . . 

12 

5 

Stonehouse  . .  . . 

8 

2 

Thrupp  . 

16 

2 

Whiteshill  . .  . . 

15 

4 

Woodchester  .... 

6 

4 

Others  (3) . 

3 

1 

127  48 
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In  December,  1936,  there  were  117 
families  living  in  overcrowded  houses, 
this  including  22  in  Chalford,  16  in  Bisley, 
13  in  Painswick  and  in  Minchinhampton,  11 
in  Whiteshill  and  10  in  King’s  Stanley  parish. 

In  regard  to  46  families  this  was  abated, 
but  there  are  still  71  overcrowded  families, 
comprising  505  persons,  to  be  dealt  with. 

In  21  cases  the  crowded  families  have 
been  provided  with  Council  houses,  these 
coming  from  8  parishes. 

During  1937  there  were  8  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  reported  and  this  number  was 
relieved.  The  inhabitants  of  these  houses 
were  46. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Infectious  Disease  Notifications  since  1920 
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First 

5  years. 

1921 

2 

40 

14 

14 

33 

23 

3 

1922 

21 

34 

13 

42 

29 

8 

1923 

3 

14 

5 

8 

44 

2: 

— 

24 

1924 

3 

1 1 3 

24 

13 

19 

35 

2 

1925 

251 

79 

8 

31 

23 

5 

Total 

6 

439 

156 

56 

169 

132 

18 

24 

Second  5  Years. 

1926 

6 

131 

58 

8 

35 

24 

5 

1927 

2 

89 

37 

27 

33 

28 

3 

1928 

2 

35 

1 7 

33 

48 

26 

5 

1029 

I 

1 7 

26 

43 

34 

26 

8 

1930 

3 

35 

18 

9 

30 

16 

4 

Total 

14 

407 

156 

120 

180 

T  20 

25 

Nil 

Third 

5  Years. 

1931 

2 

34 

36 

12 

41 

21 

6 

1932 

2 

33 

24 

1 7 

44 

14 

4 

1933 

4 

38 

6 

13 

3u 

10 

6 

1934 

— 

36 

4 

15 

24 

13 

3 

1935 

I 

21 

4 

4 

28 

20 

3 

Nil 

Total 

9 

162 

74 

61 

167 

78 

22 

1936 

I 

21 

1 

14 

22 

— 

3 

— 

1937 

— 

15 

— 

12 

14 

— 

2 

— 

It  might  be  said  generally  that  1937  was 
not  an  “  epidemic”  year.  All  told  there 
were  62  cases  reported  under  the  Acts  and 
Regulations,  practically  the  same  as  in  1936. 
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Diphtheria  was  altogether  absent  from 
the  district,  there  having  been  one  case, 
that  an  imported  one,  in  1936.  In  the  last 
5  years  only  19  cases  have  been  reported, 
an  average  of  just  under  4  per  year ;  in  the 
5  year  period  1931-5  there  was  74;  and  in 
the  two  preceding  5  years  an  average  oi  31 
per  annum.  The  disease  was  most  prevalent 
in  1925  and  1926,  there  being  79  and  58 
respectively.  This  disease  was  specially 
prevalent  in  the  years  1906  and  1907,  there 
being  130  cases  in  the  latter  year.  No  fatal 
case  has  occurred  since  1932. 

All  cases  are  thoroughly  investigated, 
carriers  being  looked  for,  and  swabs  taken 
from  the  rest  of  an  infected  family,  and 
also  from  all  the  children  in  its  class  at 
school.  This  was  not  necessary  during 
the  last  2  years. 

Fifteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  re¬ 
ported,  there  being  21  in  1936.  Nine  of 
these  were  at  school  age,  there  being  2 
adults  and  4  young  children.  Five  cases 
lived  in  Minchinhampton  parish  ana  4  m 
Painswick.  There  was  a  small  outbreak  in 
the  Butterrow  district  among  the  children 
at  the  infant  school  there.  Three  cases 
occurred  at  Sheepscombe,  2  school  child¬ 
ren  and  a  young  man.  No  direct  connec¬ 
tion  was  known  in  these  cases.  A  school 
child  from  Cranham  took  the  disease  and 
a  voung  woman  came  to  Painswick  and 
shortly  afterwards  began  to  “  peel.”  No 
second  case  occurred  in  any  family.  One 
patient  was  apparently  infected  in  the 
General  Hospital.  Eleven  of  the  notified 
cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  no 
“  return”  cases  were  known  about. 

No  cases  of  enteric  fever,  including  the 
“  Para”  croup,  occurred  during  the  year. 
Owing  to  the  epidemics  in  several  parts  of 
the  country,  associated  with  the  pollution 
of  milk  or  of  water  supplies,  a  good  deal 
of  uneasiness  has  been  present  in  most 
districts.  It  was  shown  that  in  this  area 
the  average  for  a  year  was  about  one  case 
per  annum,  and  that  the  public  water  sup¬ 
ply  is,  microbicalJv  speaking,  'excellent. 
Naturally  this  does  not  apply  to  wells  and 
springs,  which  are  the  main  supply  to  many 
houses  in  the  area. 
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There  were  2  cases  of  erysipelas  reported, 
one  from  the  General  Hospital,  who  was 
treated  at  Cashes  Green.  Probably  there 
were  other  cases  that  were  not  notified. 

A  school  child  was  notified  with  Polio- 
Myelitis,  residing  in  Brimscombe.  This 
child  had  all  the  preliminary  symptoms  but 
made  a  very  rapid  recovery.  The  parents 
were  of  opinion  that  the  child  had,  on 
several  occasions,  similar  symptoms,  but 
many  of  these  attacks  pass  off  rapidly. 
Anyhow,  the  child  returned  to  school  in  a 
few  weeks  and  has  had  no  further  illness. 

One  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  noti¬ 
fied  from  Brimscombe,  this  being  in  the 
same  road  as  the  polio-myelitis  case.  This 
patient  was  removed  to  a  Gloucester  Hos¬ 
pital,  being  more  severe  than  the  average 
case.  As  no  more  was  heard  of  it,  one 
can  take  it  that  the  patient  recovered. 

All  cases  of  puerperal  disease,  with 
temperature,  are  now  reported  as  pyrexia, 
the  “  fever”  notification  being  withdrawn. 
This  is  being  done  by  order  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

TUBERCULOSIS  CASES 
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— 
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20  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

- 

25  . 

— 

3 
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— 

1 

2 
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- 

35  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

- 

1 

45 

1 

2 

— 

- 

2 

- 

- 

— 

55  . 

4 

1 

55  and  upwards  .. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

6 

8 

4 

4 

9 

7 

1 

4 

There  were  reported  22  cases  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  in  14  the  lungs  were  attacked, 
and  in  8  other  parts  of  the  body.  With  one 
exception  all  the  lung  cases  were  adults 
between  15  and  53  years  of  age. 

In  three  parishes  there  were  z  cases 
each,  in  one  3  cases,  and  in  five  others  1 
case  each.  Eighteen  patients  were  treated 
in  public  institutions,  mostly  at  Standish 
House  and  Cashes  Green  Hospital. 

In  7  cases  other  members  of  the  family 
had  died  from  the  disease,  and  one  woman 
was  a  nurse  at  a  tuberculosis  hospital. 
Most  of  the  patients  were  indoor  workers, 
one  being  an  author  who  was  notified  one 
day  before  death.  One  oldish  man  naa  oeen 
ill  for  some  time,  but  had  been  following 
his  employment — that  of  a  bread  delivery 
van  driver. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  effort  to  have 
all  bread  encased  in  paper,  on  delivery,  has 
not  yet  succeeded.  It  is  not  unlikely  that 
the  germs  of  tuberculosis  could  be  carried 
on  “  naked”  bread. 

Eight  children  had  the  disease  in  other 
parts,  6  being  in  the  glands  and  2  in  the 
peritoneum.  Most  of  these  cases,  fortun¬ 
ately,  make  a  good  recovery  and  are  usually 
protected  against  further  attack,  in  the 
lungs  for  example. 

In  only  one  of  these  cases  had  there  been 
any  cases  in  the  recent  ancestors  or  their 
families.  Most  of  these  children,  as  well 
as  pre-tuberculous  children,  are  treated  at 
Standish  House  for  long  periods,  where  a 
special  open-air  school  is  provided  for  more 
than  70  children. 

It  is  considered  probable  that  this  form 
of  tuberculosis  is  often  due  to  drinking 
milk  tainted  with  the  specific  germs.  Of 
the  cases  reported,  one  was  a  resident  in 
an  orphanage  and  another  a  boarded  out 
child.  The  first  patient  was  sent  by  the 
Central  Committee  for  treatment  to  an  in¬ 
stitution  at  Margate.  These  patients  are 
usually  kept  in  the  sanatorium  for  long 
periods,  and  when  discharged  their  health 
is  excellent. 

Of  the  8  cases  reported,  2  came  from 
Bisley  and  3  from  Chalford,  there  being  no 
cases  from  7  parishes. 


26 


Five  patients  were  removed  to  institu¬ 
tions. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  153 
patients  on  the  register,  these  consisting  of 
89  lung  cases  and  64  of  the  disease  in 
other  organs,  or,  in  all,  88  males  and  65 
females.  A  year  before  this  the  total  was 
149,  and  before  that,  in  the  old,  or  larger, 
earea,  205  cases. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

a  d 
"C  3 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

O  o 

<—!  5— i 

gU 

CX  *73 

5  § 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Tuber¬ 

culosis. 

Measles. 

Other. 

Totals. 

Admissions..  27 

15 

0 

22 

3 

4 

71 

Discharges  . .  20 

13 

0 

10 

3 

4 

50 

Deaths  ....  0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

9 

Remaining  in 
Hospital  Dec. 

31,  1937  ..  8 

3 

0 

12 

0 

0 

23 

Rural  District 
cases  admitted  1 1 

0 

0 

13 

2 

3 

29 

During  1937  there  were  71  patients  re¬ 
moved  to  the  hospitals,  and  in  1936  there 
were  83.  This  number  includes  27  cases  ot 
scarlet  fever,  15  of  diphtheria  (including 
carriers),  22  of  tuberculosis,  3  of  measles 
and  4  others. 

Nine  patients  died,  all  from  aavanced 
tuberculosis.  Of  these  5  were  from  this 
district,  3  from  the  Urban,  and  1  non-resi¬ 
dent  only. 

This  is  unusual,  as  outside  deaths  are 
usually  in  the  majority;  but  if  patients 
must  die  from  this  disease,  and  naturally 
many  do,  it  is  much  better  that  this  should 
occur  in  an  institution  than  in  a  stuffy 
home  where  infection  is  more  likely  to 
spread.  It  is  probable  that  many  patients 
in  this  county  were  anxious  for  open-air 
treatment  at  this  or  some  other  hospital, 
and  were  not  able  to  get  it,  as  these  dis¬ 
tricts  have  first  claim  for  treatment  at 
Cashes  Green. 
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Six  patients  with  diphtheria,  all  from 
the  Urban  area,  were  removed  to  hospital. 
Nine  carriers  of  the  specific  germ,  either 
from  the  families  or  school  of  patients, 
were  treated  until  swabs  showed  that  they 
were  clear  of  the  microbe,  usually  a  matter 
of  a  few  days. 

There  were  3  cases  of  measles  removed, 
either  because  they  could  not  be  isolated  at 
home  or  because  they  were  very  severe. 

One  man  with  doubtful  polio-myelitis  was 
admitted,  and  stayed  some  weeks  in  hospi¬ 
tal  The  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 

Two  cases  of  erysipelas  were  admitted  to 
hospital,  sent  on  from  the  General  Hospi¬ 
tal,  where  this  disease,  naturally,  cannot 
be  treated.  The  average  stay  in  hospital,  of 
fever  patients,  was  45  days,  which  is  above 
the  modern  average.  However,  there  were 
no  return  cases  reported. 

Three  patients  were  admitted  from  the 
Gloucester  Rural  area,  the  part  which  was 
in  Wheatenhurst. 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1937  and  5  previous  Years. 
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Table  III.— Causes  of  Death  In  Stroud  Rural  District. 

(Registrar  General). 

Year  ending  December  31st,  1937. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes. 

141 

178 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

. 

- 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Small-pox  -  -  .  - 

- 

- 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Measles  - 

- 

- 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

Scarlet  Fever  - 

- 

- 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

- 

- 

•  •  # 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria  .... 

- 

- 

•  •  « 

•  •  • 

Influenza  - 

- 

- 

2 

9 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

- 

- 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

- 

- 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

- 

- 

7 

10 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

- 

- 

3 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

- 

- 

18 

25 

Rheumatic  Fever  - 

- 

- 

•  •  • 

Diabetes  - 

- 

- 

5 

4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

- 

- 

7 

13 

Heart  Disease  ... 

- 

- 

42 

61 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

- 

- 

15 

10 

Bronchitis  - 

- 

- 

2 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

- 

- 

5 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

- 

- 

2 

•  •  • 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

- 

- 

5 

1 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years) 

- 

- 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

- 

- 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

- 

- 

•  •  • 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

- 

- 

i 

3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

- 

- 

6 

5 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .... 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and 

- 

••• 

Parturition  ..... 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation,  Premature 

••• 

1 

Birth 

- 

- 

4 

4 

Senility  .... 

- 

- 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Suicide  .... 

- 

- 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

- 

- 

7 

5 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

- 

- 

15 

14 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

- 

- 

•  •  • 

3 

I 
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TABLE  IV. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR,  1937 
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